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29th Congress, [SENATE.] [126 1 
Is/ Session. L J 

IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

February 11, 1846. 
Submitted, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Yulee made the following 

REPORT: 
[To accompany bill S. No. 81.] 

The Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the peti¬ 
tion of Benjamin Ballard, report: 

That on the 8th May, 1840, William Moglin entered at the land office 
at Natchitoches, Louisiana, lots Nos. 1 and 4, of section 35, township 16, 
range 12, containing 90TW acres. On the same day Elizabeth Parker en¬ 
tered northwest fractional quarter of section 27, in the same township, con¬ 
taining 60-/^ acres. Both these entries were made by virtue of floating 
rights under the act of June 19,1834, arising from a joint claim to a tract 
in township 19, range 6, situated, at the time those entries were made, in 
the Natchitoches district, but which was part of the Ouachita district. 

On the 31st October, 1840, Moglin and Mrs. Parker sold the said tracts 
to Josiah Hale for four hundred dollars. 

On the 26th November, 1840, Josiah Hale sold the sarpe lands to Henry 
G. Williams for $3,200 at twelve months’ credit. 

On the 6th June, 1841, Williams sold the same lands to the petitioner, 
Benjamin Ballard. 

It appears that the validity of the original entry is denied by the Com¬ 
missioner of the General Land Office, upon the ground, that, as the plat 
of said township 19, range 6, was on file in the Ouachita office as early as 
1831, the original claim and the floats should have been proved up and paid 
for prior to the 19th June, 1836, the date of the expiration of the law of 
19th June, 1834. Upon this ground, these entries were, on the 14th Feb¬ 
ruary, 1843, ordered to be cancelled. 

The entry was made in good faith on the part of the purchasers. No 
collusion or fraud is charged or appears. The lands changed hands in. 
the ordinary course of business transactions several times, without any 
caution or notice to the public on the part of the government of the ex¬ 
istence of a doubt as to the sufficiency of the original entry. The can¬ 
cellation was not made until nearly three years of undisputed possession 
and use of these lands by the purchaser and his assignees had transpired, 
and use of the consideration money by the government. 

It appears to the committee that the case is one in which relief may 
he allowed against the laches of the government officers; and 

gjull is therefore reported, 
kitchie & Heiss, print. 



mu 
■ itm'-mK 

.BI-SI. ,11 ' 
' .T: :-.v- ■ ... 3 

V:.:m 

: rmrim 
‘ -Ur >r-~d1,'id { - .-jr T ; 

7 V. ■; ■ , -:d> /: >fr' :> 

r . ■■■■■ -V k 

m 

c 
,n 7, - ro> 

idliS! 'rd: botwjf:: n-igoi-" 7. 

' 

, . pli ! nl»« » ' ■ 
' 

.... . : ; 

.:;kp- - 3 « :• ok Ai«gi! J 6a&J. .-rr. 

o£»q ban a' i.=Jjv ao-.:rf , xdbluoi. ■••'■.■ >>b - 

- SI s&&i .Q£$l ao martins iU icp >. .... 

. 

fy i ( . •- ! 

• 

j:ap "■ . r .pirr imh a*- ^fU k> v; :/-■■.-j.i oi ■ "■•■ I? ve- 
5iok-;. ;<g--WiKXalu'irj io 7t«93? sjftxrti -/hm.-1 xtt of)i a ' 

. Jt‘&d £P3:'pm, -hi Listing,i- ' J *;$ ki;!? 

■' . 

— .. . I ■ 
' 

. 

Mh"l 4«i5Sal 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-11-11T04:18:44-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




